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HE AUSTIN SEVEN /s history. It has also made history in every part of the world and in many
hands. During the seven years of its life and service it has gained honours in every kind of contest
on road and track. Best of all, it has unfailingly performed the less glamorous but more important
duties which have fallen to its lot as the motor car of the masses. There never was a real car that

could be purchased so cheaply, and yet it is doubtful if there will ever be such another practical transport
proposition which can be operated with so minute expense.

The most remarkable feature of this British youngster, however, is the fact that it seems to function best
where conditions are worst. Although its introduction to the public was hailed with a certain amount of
ridicule, and the so-called experts pooh-poohed the idea that such a small conveyance

could ever be anything more than a toy, it is now universally admitted that the
Seven is capable of actually leading the way. Some of the Seven’s achieve-
ments are of such a difficult nature that it is doubtful whether any larger
and more expensive car will ever be able to emulate them.

Evidence of the Seven’s peculiar merit has already been adduced to the
world in great volume, and added to this is its latest exploit in the
hands of Miss Gladys de Havilland—a tour of the world.

In the year 1928 Miss de Havilland was seized with an ambition to
encircle the globe. She approached Sir Herbert Austin, Chairman
of The Austin Motor Company Limited, in regard to her desire,
intimating that she wished to be the first woman to travel around the
world in a small powered car. The lady must have communicated her
enthusiasm to Sir Herbert, for it was not long before the scheme got

definitely under way—the journey commenced from Longbridge, near ]

Birmingham, in October, 1928. Miss Gladys de Havilland, the lady

motorist, who successfully encircled
the world in an Austin Seven.






